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Abstract

Patong Beach is the primary tourist destination in Phuket, renowned for its vibrant tourism industry. However, heavy dependence on Patong has led to overcrowding, environmental degradation, and economic vulnerabilities. Alternative locations such as Kamala Beach, Naiharn Beach, Naithorn Beach, and cultural sites in Thalang present opportunities to alleviate tourist pressure on Patong, diversify tourism, and enhance income distribution. This study reviews the advantages and disadvantages of establishing alternative tourist destinations in Phuket. The research employs conjoint analysis to examine tourists' preferences for new attractions and integrates interviews to identify existing challenges, including infrastructure limitations, community acceptance, and policy support. The findings will provide insights into strategies that can drive the success of alternative destinations, offering guidance for sustainable tourism development. This research aims to foster a more balanced and dynamic tourism economy in Phuket, preserving both cultural and natural resources for long-term growth.
